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Some preliminary considerations

• Building products are intermediate products
• Purchasing decision made mostly by professionals
• Environmental relevance depends on building context
• Comparison of environmental performance on product level hardly 

ever useful

⇒ Environmental Product Declarations according to ISO 14025
⇒ Focus on Business-to-Business communication (+ interested laymen)
⇒ Operational in building assessment schemes
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How does an IBU EPD look like
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What does it contain in addition?

• Description of the life cycle of the 
construction product
– Characterization of product
– Raw materials and ancillary products
– Production process
– Application/construction process
– Hints for the use phase
– Options for end-of-life

• Life cycle assessment
• Testing results
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Key factors for success?

• Reliable and credible, independently verified, information
• Broad support by governmental agencies and manufacturers
• „The same rules for all!“
• One document: technical, environmental, and health related 

information
• Direct linkage to a building assessment and certification scheme

• Easy and quick integration of product data (EPD) into tools for 
building assessment

• Simplifying tools for SMEs
• International harmonization (CEN TC 350)
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More information

Institut Bauen & Umwelt (IBU)
Rheinallee 108
D- 53639 Königswinter
Tel.: +49 2223 296679-0

www.bau-umwelt.de 
E-mail: info@bauen-umwelt.de

Dr. F. Werner
Idaplatz 3
CH-8003 Zürich
Tel.: +41 44 241 39 06

www.frankwerner.ch
frank@frankwerner.ch


	Key factors for a successful EPD scheme: ��Experiences of the IBU-scheme �for construction products
	Some preliminary considerations
	How does an IBU EPD look like
	What does it contain in addition?
	Key factors for success?
	More information

