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About naturemade

• naturemade is a quality label for renewable and ecological energy

• Association for Environmentally Sound Energy (VUE) is the inventor and 
owner of the quality label naturemade, founded in 2001.

• 160 member: Environmental organizations; energy producers and 
suppliers; renewable energy producers an their associations; energy 
consumers and their associations

• The VUE provides orientation through credible, evidence-based quality 
standards and relevant quality labels that are ahead of legal regulations. 
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Certifiable energy systems
(production and supply)

Electricity

Hydropower, wind 
power, solar, biomass

Heat

Wood fuels

Biogas

Wood fuels, green
waste, agricultural
biogas, sewage gas
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Our share in the energy market

CH electricity market 2019 
(57 TWh electricity consumption)

Hydropower production (CH) 2020
(33 TWh eletricity production)
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Quality assurance system

Criteria

Criteria set has been developed in collaboration with professional 
associations, environmental organizations and producers and 
suppliers of energy products. 

• Production

• Global impact -> Threshold value

• Local/regional impact

• Supply

• Minimal amount of ecological energy (naturemade star) in 
each certified energy product

• Support system
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Criteria on global impact (in revision process) 

Threshold values

System boundary includes energy production and supply. Usage is outside 
scope.

• Electricity: less than 50% of environmental impact of a modern combined-
cycle gas-turbine power plant

• Heat: less than 50% of environmental impact of a condensing natural gas 
boiler

• Biogas: less than 50% of environmental impact of natural gas used as fuel. 
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Criteria on global impact (in revision process) 

• Assessment of environmental impact (LCA) -> detailed LCAs for each
certifiable energy system 

• Evaluation method EcoIndicator ’99 (hierachist – average) using type-
specific baseline data (future method: ReCiPe 2016)

− Some energy systems achieve the threshold value categorically 

• For the others: VUE provides a standardized parameter model specific 
for each energy system (simplified LCA). 

− Identification and selection of technology-specific parameters with
high impact and availability of data for parameters by
owner/operator
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Standardised parameter model for wind plants
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Standardised parameter model for biogas plants

External energy
consumption (input -
power, fuels, heat)

Energy products
(outcome)

Treatment of
fermentation residues

Residual and 
waste material

Agricultural 
livestock (slurry
and manure)

Substrates (input) amount Transport
/distance

costs
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Output of standardized parameter model

Additional results: Carbon footprint 100a 2013;  demand for non-renewable energy 
resources; Ecological scarcity points 2013 

naturemade
threshold value
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Further information

Available on www.naturemade.ch

• LCA documents

• standardised parameter models

• Criteria set (local-regional impact)

• …

http://www.naturemade.ch/


Thank you for your attention!
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