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Transdisciplinary research 

process



There is more or less agreement on the process and its challenges
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(Pohl, C., Krütli, P., Stauffacher, M., 2017. Ten reflective steps for rendering research 

societally relevant. GAIA 26, 44)



This process is not linear and may unfold in divers ways
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(Pohl, C., Klein, J.T., Hoffmann, S., Mitchell, C., Fam, D., 2021. Conceptualising transdisciplinary 

integration as a multidimensional interactive process. Environmental Science & Policy 118, 21)



Where practitioners of 

different societal sectors 

could matter



Where practitioners of different societal sectors could matter

What method?

(Environmental impact assessment, Sustainability 

assessment, Technology assessment)
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LCA

Scoping

‘Scattered’ integration

Real world experiments 



How practitioners can be included in problem framing and scoping
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Burkhardt-Holm, P. (2008). Fischnetz: Involving Anglers, Authorities, Scientists and the Chemical Industry to Understand 

Declining Fish Yields. In Handbook of Transdisciplinary Research, 127-143 (Eds G. Hirsch Hadorn et al,). Dordrecht: Springer.



Where practitioners could matter

What method?

(EIA, Sustainability assessment, 

Technology assessment)
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LCA

Scoping

‘Scattered’ integration

Real world experiments 



During the project there can be ‘scattered’ integration
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(Pohl, C., Klein, J.T., Hoffmann, S., Mitchell, C., Fam, D., 2021. Conceptualising transdisciplinary 

integration as a multidimensional interactive process. Environmental Science & Policy 118, 22)



Where practitioners could matter

What method?

(EIA, Sustainability assessment, 

Technology assessment)
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LCA

Scoping

‘Scattered’ integration

Real world experiments 



Where to find support



There are a number of online toolkits that provide methods, tips and 
resources

Nov 18, 202179th LCA Discussion Forum at ETH Zürich 12

Fleck 1947

https://i2s.anu.edu.au/resources
Tools, cases studies, journals, networks, conferences 

of ‘integration and implementation sciences’

Case studies, tips and guides for including arts, 

humanities and social sciences in ID and TD research  
www.shapeidtoolkit.eu

Hands-on methods for co-producing knowledge www.transdisciplinarity.ch/toolbox

https://i2s.anu.edu.au/resources
http://www.shapeidtoolkit.eu/
http://www.transdisciplinarity.ch/toolbox
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Fleck 1947
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e.g. to be used 

during scoping
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e.g. to be used 

during scoping
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