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84th LCA Discussion Forum 

– LCA development –

Did we forget about data? 

Challenges and needs



2
84th LCA Discussion forum

S
a

n
g

w
o

n
S

u
h

, 
2

0
1

1
 «

T
h

e
 s

tr
u

c
tu

re
 o

f 
lif

e
-c

y
c
le

 e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

l i
m

p
a

c
t 
o

f 
th

e
 U

.S
. 
e

c
o

n
o

m
y
 –

U
s
in

g
 a

 m
u

lt
i-

re
g

io
n

a
l h

y
b

ri
d

 f
ra

m
e

w
o

rk
” 

a
t 

D
F

 4
5

–
E

n
v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

lly
-E

x
te

n
d

e
d

 I
n

p
u

t-
O

u
tp

u
t-

A
n

a
ly

s
is

 a
n

d
 L

C
A



3
84th LCA Discussion forum

The need for LCA data (Scope 3) is
increasing



It doesn’t matter whether LCA … 

• helps to inform on sustainable consumption and 

production, 

• is used to design sustainable products

• serves as criteria for regulation and law enforcement or, 

• is used as criteria for public procurement

→ LCA-data and its quality is important in any case. 

→ We hope that the LCA discussion forum 84 brings data

quality and management one step forward and contributes

to a fruitful exchange. 
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Data is the basis for each LCA sucess
story
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«In LCA, we need three things: 

Data, Data and Data»

2011 SETAC Conference - Anonymous



• Data is at the core of all LCA

• The quality of the outputs is determined by the quality 

of the inputs (foreground & background)

➔ The development of transparent, time representative, 

reproducible, quality-controlled and consistent datasets is 

indispensable for reliable LCA-studies

• The development of background datasets is a great 

responsibility and a major challenge

• It will be used by many LCA experts to support the 

turnaround to a more sustainable world

• It might has been disregarded by the LCA community being 

focused on other key challenges (method, studies, etc.)

➔ But did we really forget about data? If yes, can we make 

up for it now?
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Data in LCA is crucial



• The mass of information available has never been greater 

than today

• A large amount of LCA-based studies are published yearly 

➔ Converting this information into reference data for LCAs is 

a major challenge

• Collaborative data collection and dissemination platforms are 

now largely deployed in many domains but are only at its 

early stage for LCA

➔We can benefit from experiences in other domains to 

develop innovative and efficient strategies

• Increasing demand for information for many many sectors

➔ The ability to provide reliable information rapidly is crucial
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The current situation
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Developing datasets for LCA has to be a 

continuous process to remain competitive 

and credible

- Update/correct the information

- Enhance the databases

- Adapt to the evolution of the knowledge

➔It's like the history of producing watches … 



• At the core of the LCA development:

• The LCA experts had to create concepts, 

collect and organize the information

• As the methodology gained in maturity: 

• Dedicated LCA data experts started to 

develop systematic approaches to build 

consistent databases

• In the future: 

• We have to enhance, improve and 

consolidate the data field in LCA… But 

how? 
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Same story – Same trends

Past

Present

Future?



• Past experiences help us improve future LCA methodologies 

and LCA data

• It is a continuous process that must now be brought to the 

foreground

• Transparency, quality, reliability and consistency have to 

remain the key objectives when dealing with data

• All LCA experts must contribute to the data development 

used by the community

• The expectations regarding the LCA field are very high

• Policy development, voluntary comittments, etc. 

➔ This is the reason for this discussions forum!
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Motivation for the discussion forum



• Aspects to be discussed today: 

• Data collection for LCA today and in the future – Situation, 

needs and challenges

• Trends to promote and facilitate data collection and quality 

control processes

• Initiatives, emerging concepts and successful examples for 

collaborative work in data gathering

• Objectives: 

• Give an overview of the data in LCA

• Illustration of emerging trends and innovative solutions 

Collect your view on this topic (workshop)

• Expected outcomes: 

• Short term: ideas regarding the data question in LCA

• Mid: Development of concepts

• Long (but rather mid): Implementation !
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Motivation for the discussion forum
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Program

We look 

forward to a 

constructive 

exchange. 

All points of 

view count. 


